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Axolotls are called "neotenic" salamanders. This means that they reproduce in a juvenile, aquatic form. Axolotls live in the water their whole lives. That is why they have gills (those feathery things on their heads) and tail fins, even as adults.


Almost all salamanders look like axolotls during the early part of their lives. However, most of them "change" or metamorphose into terrestrial salamanders with smooth skin and no gills for their adult lives.

